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OUR   FRENCH   WORK. 


QT  a  mMtIng  of  the  Executive  of 
the  Board  of  Mlnslous  in  Februarv 
last,  when  our  French  Work 
was  under  dlBcusslun,  a  irember 
asked  the  question,  whether  that  work 
was  worth  what  It  cost.  As  te  that 
question  this  was  not  the  first  time  of 
asking.  It  had  often  been  asked,  and 
as  often  answered.  But  either  because 
the  answers  have  been  unsatisfactory,  or 
because  they  have  not  reached  the  |jer- 
sons  Interested  In  .the  subject,  the  ques- 
tion Btlll  recurs.  Are  the  French  Mis- 
sions worth  what  they  cost  ?  Do  the 
results  Justify  the  expenditure  ?  After 
a  brief  conversation  the  Executive  re- 
solved :  "  That  It  is  desirable  that  a 
report  on  the  whole  subject  of  the  French 
Missions  be  laid  before  this  Committee, 
and  that  the  speaker.  Dr.  Ryckman,  be 
requested  to  prepare  it." 
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T  T  iH  now  Just  fifty  ypnrH  Mlnre  our 
•••  MlBHlonuiy  Society  laid  lt»  hanil  to 
X  thU  work  of  Ft'ench  evanKeUzutlon. 
'  In  1835  our  first  mlnslon  was  opened 
In  the  city  of  Quebec.  Finncols  Pepin 
was  the  flrf/t  inlsslonnry.  The  Mli- 
«lon  was  sustained  for  twelve  years. 
In  18C7  It  was  discontinued.  It  had 
never  reported  more  than  twenty  mem- 
bers. In  Its  closing  hours  It  claimed  to 
have  twelve.  No  second  attempt  has 
been  made  to  plant  a  mission  In  that 
city. 

The  next  year,  1856,  a  mission  was 
begun  at  Roxton,  which  prospered  fairly 
for  a  long  time,  but  for  several  years 
past  steadily  declined,  and  last  Confer- 
ence reported  no  members,  and  no  mis- 
sionary was  stationed  there. 

A  mission  was  not  organized  In  Mont- 
real until  1861.  It  Is  there  that  the 
best  work  seems  to  have  been  done. 

From  ilrst  to  last  our  missionaries 
have  labored  In  forty-four  localltlea  or 
appointments.  Of  these  twenty-five  have 
been  simply  discontinued  on  account  of 
utter  failure  of  success.  Several  other;; 
though  not  complete  failures,  became  so 
small  and  weak  as  to  be  absorbed  In 
neighboring  stations,  and  now,  at  this 
day,  there  are  only  five  remaining.  If 
Roxton  be  discontinued — Montreal  Cen- 
tre, Montreal  West,  and  St.  Jovlte  on  the 
Montreal  District,  Actonvale  on  the 
Waterloo  District,  and  St.  Philippe  de 
Chester  on  the  Quebec  District, 
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In  thu  flf^ttl  there  have  lii-en  fmplcv9<t 
nlloKether  a  forre  of  thlrly-foiir  nilHlon- 
nrle*.  The  xreat  niBjorlly  of  theie  put 
In  very  brief  ternw  of  Hervtce  ;  some 
(Impplnx  the  work  Blnio*tt  an  noon  ai 
they  hati  beKtin  It  ;  Home  provlni  In  a 
Rhort  time  unHiiltable  to  ub,  anri  mnny 
otherfi  leavlni  for  t)cti(r  fkltlM  In  the 
Tntlod  HlHtefl.  Not  more  than  ontt^half 
dozen   of   them    nil    nerved    so    long    h 
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l^tor  Hontreal  Cintrt  French  Uethodiit  Church. 


period  aa  fifteen  years.  Our  Bro.  De 
Oruchy,  In  Montreal,  still  efficient, 
carries  the  honor  of  the  longest  period — 
thirty  years  ;  A.  Parent,  superannuated 
now  for  fifteen  years,  gave  thirty-three 
of  service  ;  J.  A.  Dorlon,  deceased, 
twenty-eight  years  ;  T.  Charbonnel, 
twenty-four  years ;  L.  Masslcotte,  still 
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I'ffpi  ilv«,  ntnelei'n  y»'arn  ;  .iinl  I,. 
Itiiy.  In  the  \'nUf*\  atiiti*p<,  flftrfn;  nf  uii. 
rvniftlnder.  tw«Dty-<iiie  Mrved  iitx  years 
or  leH.  th*>  itrent  tniijorlty  nf  iheiie  onix 
two  iM  llinc  >('iir-s  Nil  itoiiht.  ihojM* 
who  were  In  i-harfie  of  the  nilMlunM  imi 
forth  their  bent  wlRtlom  anil  enerxv  to 
■piiir*>  |iro|H>r  ageniM  for  ihU  work,  bur 
with  Hu<  tranilent  workere,  many  ^f 
whom  Hhowed  their  entire  Inefllrleni-y  In 
the  i-oiime  of  two  nr  three  yeam,  It  could 
not  >>e  ex|>e<-ted  that  the  c-aiiw  would 
creally  proMper  :  and  yet  the  Society 
haa  had  to  bear  the  expenae  year  by  year 
of  all  theae  Inexperlenreil,  UDRullable 
and  unHtenily  workers.  The  forre  1r 
now  reduced  to  Ave,  and  two  of  t,hes4 
are  without  experience,  education  ur  In- 
fluence. 


Tht  Httulis 
What    haa    been    accompUahed    during 
these  fifty  years,  on  all  Ibis  ground,  by 
thU  small  army  of  missionaries  ? 

The  work  began  in  1855.  In  1856  no 
members  were  reported.  In  1857  Roxton 
reported  twenty-one — the  first  returns 
were  made  in  1858,  Roxton  and  Farn- 
ham,  a  total  of  thirty-three  ;  in  1859, 
Roxton,  Stanstead  and  St.  Armands,  fifty- 
fr  V  ;  and  In  1860  there  was  a  return  of 
€,  imndred  and  two,  a  very  good  begin- 
nv  Ten  years  later,  In  1870.  there  wai 
a  record  of  only  forty  members.  Almost 
to  a  certainty  the  record  was  carelessly 
made  and  Incomplete,  for  in  1873,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-aeven  were  reported 
— a  gain,  we  will  say,  of  thirty-five  In 
the  decade.  In  1880  there  were  four 
hundred  and  eighty-one  members.  In 
the  previous  year.  1879.  high  water 
mark  was  reached  when  the  num- 
ber was  488— the  largest  return  ever 
made  In  the  history  of  these  missions. 
Yet  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  that  encouraging  report  was,  If  not 
fictitious,  unsound.  There  was  at  that 
time,  among  the  missionaries,  a  man  who 
was  accustomed  to  return  from  sixty  t- 
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one  hundred   and   forty   members,  when 
all   hia  brethren   were  puzzled   to  know 
how  he  made  up  his  ligurea.      Two  years 
later,    In    1882,    this    brother    withdrew 
from   the  church,  and.   In   1883,  the   re- 
turn  of   French   members   dropped   sud- 
denly to  two  hundred  and  forty-flve— an 
apparent  decrease  of  two  hundred   and 
forty-three  In  three  years.      In  1890,  the 
number  of  members  was  209— a  decrease 
in    the    decade    of    thirty-six.       In  190O 
there  was  a  report  of  271— an  increase 
In   that   decade— 1890-1900— of  sixty-two. 
In  the  Minutes  of  the  Montreal  Conference 
for  1905,  the  number  of  members  on  oui 
French        Missions        Is        stated       at 
212 — another   decrease   in  five   years    of 
llftynlne,  being  sixty-two  less  than  we 
had   twenty-seven   years  ago.       That   is, 
choosing  for  the  purpose  of  a  fair  com- 
parison, the  year  1878,  before  the  time  of 
the  Inflation,  for  if  it  were  1879  or  1880, 
the  comparison  would  be  still  more  un- 
favorable.      So   far  then   as   the   naked 
figures,  as  they  have  been  gathered  from 
the   books.   Indicate   the  success  of  this 
Missionary    Society    In    French    evange- 
lization, here  they  are,  without,  as  yet, 
any   attempt   to   account   for   either   the 
smallness  of  the  numbers,  or  for  their 
fluctuations  from  time  to  time. 


Tht  Cost 


To  answer  the  question  that  I  have 
undertaken  to  dear  with,  It  is  necessary 
to  count  the  cost  at  which  this  work  has 
been  sustained.  It  is  impossible  with 
the  incomplete  data  at  hand  to  give  the 
exact  amount,  therefore  I  attempt  only 
an  appTDxImation,  which,  after  all,  may 
be  pretty  close,  and  rather  under  than 
over  the  actual  flgure.  I  had  not  the 
Missionary  Reports  from  1856,  therefore 
have  taken  the  years  that  mark  the 
decades.  These  are  not  high  record 
years,  nor  special  in  any  sense,  and 
hence  will  help  us  to  a  just  average. 

The  grant  to  French  Missions  in  1860 
was  Jl,290   for  three  missions.     I   mul- 
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tlply  that  by  four  for  the  preceding 
years,  for  the  work  and  the  expense 
hegan  In  1856,  and  from  1S67  there  were 
three  missions.  Then  up  to  1860  the 
grants  amounted  to  J5,160.  In  1870  the 
grants  were  11,130— a  decrease.  The 
total  for  that  decade  would  be  111,300. 
In  1880  the  grant  was  »5,222.  This  was 
throughout  a  decade  of  great  enlarge- 
ment and  expense,  for  from  1870  the 
French  work  was  placed  In  charge  of 
Rev.  John  Borland,  who  devoted  all  his 


BEV.    L.    MA8SIC01TE,    S.T.L. 
Pastor  French  Methodiit  Mission,  Actonvtle,  Que. 

energies  to  make  It  succeed,  and  insisted 
upon  generous  supplies— more  men  and 
more  money.  The  sum  total  then  would 
be  162,000— say  160,000  for  the  ten  years. 
Again,  the  decade  1880-1890  would  be  an 
expense  of  J58,000,  leaving  out  all  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  French  Insti- 
tute, which  began  during  this  decade  to 
draw  heavily  on  the  funds  of  this 
Society,  Its  share  being  In  1890  130,000, 
In  the  next  decade  up  to  1900  there  wag 
a  falling  off  in  the  work  and  the  expense 
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was  less  ;  but  computing  in  the  same 
way,  and  malting  due  allowances,  the  ex- 
penditure on  account  of  evangeliBtic  work 
would  be  J36.000.  Xow.  finally,  the 
expense  for  the  French  Work  for  the 
year  1903-4  was  $4,955,  say  $5,000  ;  it 
would  then  amount  to  $20,000  for  the 
first  four  years  of  the  c^irrent  decade. 
Putting  these  averages  together,  they 
reach  the  grand  total  for  the  enterprise 
in  which  this  Society  has  been  engaged 
for  the  past  half-century,  of  $180,460. 

Over  against  this  expenditure  there  is 
no  effort  to  speak  of  In  the  way  of  finan- 
cial returns  from  these  mtsslona.  Only 
the  best  of  them  have  at  any  time  contri- 
buted even  a  little  towards  the  support 
of  the  missionary  ;  a  trifle  Is  given  by 
most  of  them  year  by  year  to  the  General 
Missionary  Fund,  and  to  the  other  Ckm- 
nexional  funds,  nothing. 

So  then,  at  the  present  time  this 
Society  is  carrying  on  its  operations 
among  the  French-Canadians  at  five 
points  through  the  agency  of  five  feeble 
men — feeble  in  the  -same  respects  as  the 
Apostles  were  ;  without  a  country,  for 
they  are  regarded  as  having  denational- 
ized themselves  ;  without  home,  without 
wealth  or  outside  influence,  without 
friends,  almost  without  friendship  ;  de- 
spised, ostracised,  the  whole  force  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  the  whole  sweep  of  social 
sympathy,  against  them  ;  but  they 
achieve  no  such  results  as  were  wrought 
out  in  the  weakness  of  the  Apostolic 
period.  Like  the  Apostles  they  lift 
themselves  up  against  a  powerful  priest- 
hood and  a  long-establlE-hed  system  of 
faith  and  service,  but  they  do  not  prevail 
as  did  the  Apostles.  They  labor  In 
obscure  places  mostly  ;  they  attract  uo 
attention,  they  scarcely  arouse  opposi- 
tion ;  they  are  a  little  few  against  vast 
majorities,  solitary  amidst  crowds.  In 
such  circumstances  no  wonder  that  pro- 
gress, if  any,  should  be  slow  ;  and  no 
wonder  that  the  question  should  recur. 


„^     ,,  ne  Vork  hts  lis 

Should  not  these  funds  be  employed  In  FnbUms 
more  fruitful  efforts  somewhere  else  ? 

The  question  would  be  answered  In- 
stantly In  favor  of  discontinuance  If 
these  external  facts  which  have  been 
mentioned— the  numbers  of  missions  and 
missionaries,  and  communicants  and 
dollars— were  the  only  facts  In  the  case 
but  they  are  not. 

1.  Other  Protestant  churches  engaged 
In  ihe  work  of  French  evangelization 
have  over  and  over  and  anxiously  con- 
sidered this  same  question,  for  they  have 
had  the  same  difflcultles  and  discourage- 
ments.   The  Church  of  England  and  the 


KEV.    W.    T.    H4LPENNV,   M.A. 

PMtor  D«UiIe  Street  Frencli  Methodiat  Ctiurch, 
Hontreftl. 

Baptist  Church  have  both  narrowed  con- 
siderably their  spheres  of  operation. 
They  also  have  failed  comparatively  In 
evangelization,  and  are  conHnlng  them- 
selves practically  to  education.  The 
Presbyterians  are  doing  much  more  than 
any  other  church,  simply  because  they 
employ  more  laborers  and  spend  much 
more  money.  They  also  are  bending 
their  efforts  chiefly  to  Increase  the  use- 
fulness of  their  educational  Institutions. 
In  the  work  of  evangelization  they  are 
doing  Just  what  we  are,  namely,  holding 
their  own,  barely  that.  So  far  as  I  have 
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learned  none  of  the  churches  are  think- 
ing of  withdrawing  from  the  effort. 

2.  That  the  work  of  Ood  la  at  a  stand- 
still la  not  characteristic  of  the  French 
missions  only.  We  have  missions,  not 
only  In  Quebec,  hut  In  Ontario,  also,  that 
are  not  advancing.  It  la  as  true  of  mis- 
sions among  English-speaking  people  In 
the  Eastern  townships,  and  In  other  parts 
of  Quebec,  as  It  Is  of  the  French  mis- 
sions, that  they  are  dtcUnlng.  The  cause* 
may  be  dllferent,  but  the  effect  la  the 
same. 

3.  Examine  that  part  of  our  work  that 
la  not  missionary.     Take    up  the    com- 
bined  Minutes.     Open  on   the  tables   of 
memberohlp   In    any    Conference.     Take 
any  district  as  It  may  happen,  run  your 
eye  along  those  parallel  lines  of  Increase 
and  decrease,  and  notice  how  the  dgurea 
keep    abreast    of    each    other,  and  how 
many  of  the  circuits  that  have  none  of 
the   hindrances    that   beset  the    French 
missions  report'  no  increase.    We  are  not 
thinking  of  giving   up   the  work.     The 
causes  which    operate    to    produce  this 
state  of  stagnation.  If  I  may  so  .erm  It. 
in  Ontario,  are  active  In  Quebec.     Inter- 
est In  religious  matters  generally  seems 
to  have  ebbed.    There  exists  to-day  great 
Indifference  on  the  part  ot  the  outside 
world,  and  apathy  In  the  church.     The 
secularlty    of    the    times    is    appalling. 
Mammon  and  politics  engage  men's  atten- 
tion more  than  religion.     Should  we  be 
utterly  discouraged   if   the   French  mis- 
sions languish  ? 


fw  Furthermore,  hrieliy.  It  Is  atBrmed  that 

mJions  the-e  French  missions  are  worth  more 
th.n  they  seem  to  be  on  a  superficial  ex- 
amination, for 

1.  The  returns  in  the  Annual  Minutes 
Include  only  adult  communicants,  and 
not  children  nor  adherents,  ot  whom 
there  is  a  considerable  number. 

2.  That  Canadian  Catholics  embracing 
ProtesUntIsm  find  themselves  in  circum- 
stances that  require  them  to  leave  the 


community  where  they  are  known,  many 
of  them  going  to  the  United  States.  I 
have  been  told  by  one  well  Informed  that 
In  the  country  to  the  south  of  us  there 
are  fully  a  hundred  French  mlsBlons 
composed  largely  of  converts  from  Can- 
ada. 

3.  That  In  Quebec,  wherever  there  are 
Protestant  missions,  the  public  mlud  Is 
continually  changing  favorably  to  Pro- 
testantism. The  old  animosity  is  im- 
measurably disappearing.  It  might  re- 
main a  quMtion  whether  that  is  not 
simply  because  the  enemy  Is  seen  to  be 
too  weak  to  be  feared,  and  therefore  may 
be  Ignored  or  even  tolerated  ;  but  the 
fact  remains  that  the  separation  between 
Protestant  and  Catholic  neighbors  Is  not 
so  wide  and  bitter  as  formerly.  Increas- 
ing numbers  of  Roman  Catholics  admit 
that  Protestantism  is  a  good  religion, 
and  that  Protestants  may  be  Christians, 
Just  as  we  admit  publicly  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  has  a  gospel,  and  that 
Roman  Catholics,  aa  such,  may  be  saved. 
That  Is  to  say,  the  influence  of  the  Pro- 
testant Churches,  of  which  Methodism  is 
one,  In  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Is  to  dif- 
fuse the  true  light  and  elevate  the  faith, 
charity,  morals  and  Intelligence  of  the 
whole  people.  And  this  is  a  very  import- 
ant mission. 


Colport^ge 
During  all  these  years,  and  in  all  this 
work,  neither  this  Society  nor  Its  agents 
have  been  wanting  in  efTort,  nor  in  per- 
sistency. Various  modes  of  attack  on 
the  Roman  srperstltlon  have  been  tried, 
and  various  methods  of  work'^^g  adopted. 
Colportage  has  been  atte:  \  at  the 
expense  of  thousands  of  Jars,  but 
always,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  or  can 
ascertain,  with  very  little  positive,  prac- 
tical result.  Two  good  men  were  em- 
ployed for  many  years  in  Montreal,  at 
1300  each  a  year,  and  when  chairman  of 
that  district  in  1894,  and  had  that  matter 
within  my  purview,  I  felt  that  I  could 
not  recommend   the  continuance  of  the 


grant,  because  their  work  aeemed  to  me 
80  entirely  nugatory   and  useless. 

A  plan  of  colportage  has  recently  coma 
to  the  Mission  Rooms,  asking  for 
approval  and  support— a  covered  waggon 
lor  two  ho""i,  with  sleeping  accommo- 
dations, manned  by  two  men  capable  of 
preaching  as  well  as  selling  books,  pro- 
vided with  a  magic  lantern  and  suitable 
views,  for  the  purpose  of  Illustrating  the 
Gospel  at  evening  meetings.  The  Bap- 
tlt  i  It  Is  said,  are  using  this  method  In 
the  Ottawa  Valley,  with  what  success  I 
have  not  learned,  and  the  Presbyterian, 
have  approved  of  the  plan,  but  have  not 
put  It  In  operation.  If  we  were  disposed 
to  take  UD  such  work  we  lack  the  men. 


DEUSLD  siaalST  FKEKCB   HITHOWBT  CHUKCH 
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We  cannot  take  missionaries  from  their 
stations,  nor  teachers  from  the  schools, 
to  act  as  colporteurs,  while  not  all  of  our 
stations  at  the  present  time  are  supplied. 

Other  Methods 

Our  missionaries  In  Montreal  are  now 
earnestly  advocating  the  plan  of  appeal- 
ing to  new  communities,  as  distinguished 
from  the  "  old-established  French  settle- 
ments," and  endeavoring  to  get  a  footing 
among  them.  As,  for  Instance,  our  ml^ 
alonarles  have  visited  a  little  community 
on  Lake  Gorman,  In  Northern  Quebec, 
and  propose  to  plant,  If  possible,  a  new 


mlsalon  there.  But  that  little  settlement 
cunslBtB  of  only  a  dozen  famlllea,  and  ll 
one  hundred  miles  distant  from  the 
neareat  missionary,  who  couM  visit  It 
only  a  few  times  during  the  year,  and 
that  at  an  expense  of  from  ten  to  fifteen 
dollars  a  trip.  In  such  enterprises.  It 
seems  to  me,  there  Is  hut  slender  promli* 
of  permanent  gain. 

Another   method  of  evangelism  Is  the 
opening  In  towns  and  cities  of  popular 
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mission  halls,  w'*h  frequent  lel'glous 
services  and  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 
This  IB  the  method  by  which  the  McAU 
Mission  in  Paris  has  accomplished  Its  re- 
markable work.  But  there  Is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  Paris  and  Montreal  or 
Quebec.  In  Paris  the  mass  of  the  people 
have  broken  away  from  the  control  of 
the  priests  and    th(i    church,   and    dare 


enter  than  h*lli,  but  amangit  the 
French-CtnadUuii  the  prohibition  li  abso- 
lute. 

EdueAtiorut 

Work  At  the  present  time  far  the  most  en- 

couraging and  hopeful  branch  of  our 
work  among  the  French  I3  the  educa- 
tional. We  have  an  educational  plant  In 
Montreal  which  haa  coat  ua  between 
»BB,000  and  $60,000.  and  Is  well  worth  to 
us  what  It  has  coat.  This  estimate  doas 
not  cover  the  cost  of  alterations  and  Im- 
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provementa  In  the  buildings,  auch  as 
changes  In  the  method  of  heating,  and 
repairs  from  year  to  year.  These  have 
been  very  expensive.  Nor  does  It  In- 
clude expenses  In  connection  with  the 
stall  of  instruction.  The  buildings  as 
they  stand,  creditable  In  appearance,  suit- 
able, and  in  good  condition,  are  worth  so 
much,  and  are  a  very  valuable  asset  of 
our  Society. 


The  lint  grant  wu  madt  ta  the  Initl- 
tute  In  1881— a  grant  of  |B00,  The  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  It  during  1903-4  wa> 
tS.lCT,  but  13,301,  the  ahare  of  the 
Women'!  MIsalonary  Society,  and  (2,061, 
Btudenta'  fees,  left  a  burden  of  but 
$3.80S  upon  the  shoulders  of  thU  Society. 
The  school  la  full  to  overllowlng.  It  will 
accommodate  ninety  boarders,  and  every 
room  Is  occupied.  There  were  ninety 
applications  for  admission  that  could  not 
be  entertained.  Many  of  the  pupils  are 
from  Roman  Catholic  families.  The  staff 
are  competent  and  earnest.  Prayers,  and 
study  of  the  Bible  and  religion,  are  regu- 
larly observed.  The  moral  Influence  of 
the  Inetltute  Is  strong,  and  felt  by  the 
whole  body  of  pupils.  It  Is  one  of  the 
best  and  most  prosperous  of  church 
schools  In  Quebec.  It  Is  a  growing  Insti- 
tution, and  ought  to  be  enlarged  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  day.  It  may  be 
expected  to  send  out  Protestant  and 
Methodist  Ideas  through  all  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  and  to  supply  the  church  In 
years  to  come  with  suitable  men  and 
women  to  carry  on  the  work  of  this 
Society.  We  cannot  withdraw  from  a 
work  like  this. 

Furthermore,  on  some  of  our  missions 
we  have  our  own  schools,  and  our  chil- 
dren are  under  our  own  care.  At  Acton- 
vale,  for  Instance,  we  have  a  regularly 
constituted  dissentient,  o-  Separate, 
School.  At  Its  late  meeting  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  Board  was  asked  for  aid  In 
establishing  another  on  the  St.  Philippe 
de  Chester  Mission,  which  aid  this  Board 
Is  expected  to  grant.  If  there  are  to  be 
Separate  Schools  In  our  country,  and  If 
our  Roman  Catholic  neighbors  find  great 
value  In  them  In  the  way  of  training 
their  children  for  the  church,  let  us  make 
full  use  of  our  privilege,  when  we  think 
It  advantageous  to  do  90,  and  rear  our 
young  people  for  Protestantism  and 
Methodism. 


flu  Tnu  Pohcy 

If  our  evunsciutlc  work  li  weak,  at  un* 
denlably  It  U,  our  educattonal  work  la  In 
good  poaltlon.  Our  policy,  then,  muat  ba 
to  puah  on  oui'  educational  operatloni  by 
every  meana  In  our  power  In  order  to 
mora  effectual  evanKellam.  Nothing  will 
diaalpate  Ignorance  but  knowledge  ;  noth- 
ing will  dlipel  darkneaa  but  light  ;  noth- 
ing will  overcome  error  but  truth,  and 
the  truth  muat  prevail.  The  preaence  of 
the  Proteetant  minority  In  the  Province 
of  Quebec  haa  been,  and  li,  a  mighty  In- 
fluence on  the  Roman  Catholic  maaa,  aa 
may  be  seen  In  the  attitude  of  that 
church,  through  Its  highest  dlgnltarlea, 
agalnat  Impure  literature.  Indecent  plc- 
turea  and  low  theatres,  and  In  favor  of 
temperance  principles  and  practice,  and 
even  the  better  obaervance  of  the  Sab- 
bath ;  for  these  tilings  are  of  Protestant- 
ism, and  In  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
where  Proteatantlam  haa  no  Influence, 
they  do  not  exist.  Then,  amidst  dis- 
couragements many  and  great.  In  the 
spirit  of  our  brethren  of  other  missionary 
societies,  In  the  spirit  of  our  .Master,  lei 
us  maintain  our  ground  by  the  side  of 
other  churches,  with  greater  faith, 
earnestness  and  liberality  than  ever.  In 
the  grand  enterprise  of  disseminating  a. 
pure  Gospel  throughout  the  whole  land. 
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